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ONE HUMDEKO C0FIE8 FEINTSD. 



PREFATOBY NOTICE. 



The following Letters^ from the -pen of Rttson^ 
«nd addressed to tlie late Mr George Paton^ of the 
Custom-House^ Edinburgh^ are now for the first 
time printed :— and it is presumed no apology is ne<^ 
cessary for laying before the public these interesting 
remainsf, of an individual who was so much^ and so 
justly celebrated ^ his literary attainments. 

Mr Paton had, for a long series of years, devoted 
himself to the study of Sobtish antiquities. From 
his Either, who was a bookseller in Edinburgh, he 
acquired a large collection of books, to which the un- 
remitting industry of a long life enabled him to make 
laige and important additions. Although his means 
were limited, ihiB income as a derk in the Custom* 
House far many years not exceeding the small pit- 
tance of £60,) he was enabled, by frugality, and per- 
haps by some small sum left him by his father, not 
only to subsist in a reputable manner, but gradually 
to inorease his valuable library. 
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He died upon the 6th of March 1 807> at an ad« 
vanoed age^ and greatly regretted by those who had 
the pleasure of being acquainted with him. In the 
Gentleman's Magazine for October the same year^ 
the following notice of his demise occurs:— 

«* At Edinburgh, in his 87th year, Mr George 
Paton ; who, notwithstanding he held no higher 
rank than the place of a clerk in the Custom-House, 
had a mind and a lifanuy enriched with a Amd of 
antiquarian knowledge of North Britain, hifftorical 
and topographical, confessed by the jobligations wbi<^ 
all had to his yaried stores, and by thepecidiar pains 
which certain of his neighbours took to' conceal hi9 
death and the destination of his books* Among the 
many who experienced his fiiendly aid, hone hat 
more gratefully expressed it than ,the editot of the 
new edition of the British Topcgraph^, and of Cam* 
den*s RrUannla ; in tihe Pre&oe to the first of which, 
he speaks of him, as '' having spared no trouble or 
expense to enhiige the article of Soodsh topogca« 
phy ; which, in die course of ten yeans fixim the 
first edition, by the.inde&tigable attention of his 
very ingenious and commmticatiTe friend, Mr George 
Paton, of the Customi-House, Edinburgh, he was 
enabled to nearly. double." There is a small por<r 
trait of him, a private plate, etched in 1785 ; when 
he was '' st. 64, nat. 172K" Mr Paton's brother 
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wDis minifttar at Eeclesfechan, where he died lately^ 
possessed also of a valuable library." 

The coRespondenoe between Patopi and Gough^ 
a pcesenred in the Adv^ocalies' Lib«iy> and it ^Sardfi 
the most decisive proof ef the vali&e Df the Mi£Qrm%- 
iion given. Of its knportancej fioiJ^ w^. fully 
awaie ; and the kindly ajvd ^iffJM^jtio^mte pgi^^fiilpfi 
letters^ abewft, how grateful he felt fqr the, Q94!^<W 
affiwded. There is a manly and aSec^oqato since^jitj 
about ihem much to his credit, und ti^ey, p^e^e^t ^, 
remarkaUe.oontrast to thalettecs fiom BishQP P.f^ixy^ 
who was under equally .gmt jobligat^na tp ^jp^tw 
but who, courtier like, proffered mu^h nio^ tb^^ hf 
ever intended to perfonn; and.prohaUy imagined, 
that the unmeaning conipUmeats he paid ;him w^ 
a sufficient return for the favotti^ Q^P^^ed. 

Paton's comnunioatloos werenc^ti, however, re^Bh- 
ed by one of the individuals, whose produjptiqns.^nrerq 
by his means/.brought iu a mode what un&vouis^jd^ 
point of view before the public, iqi th$t ii^alviabl^ 
work, for assisting him in whichi Qough ha4 pai4 
him such deserved comj^^nenta ; a» .Captain Anoi^ 
strong, who badaigraved some jnaps of the p^qra 
southern counties of Scotland,, and whose prodvic^pi:^ 
had been to a oertain extent censured, thought j^^mi^ 
to favour the respectable dd gentl^mftn with .the 
Allowing most extraordinary epistle:—- . . , 
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Norwidi^ May 19. 1782- 

Sir, 

It was not till very lately that Mr Gougb'^ two 
▼olumes of British Topography fell into my hands. 
As he acknowledges himself beholden to you for the 
Scottish anecdotes^ I cannot suppress a strong inclina* 
tion to congratulate the pubHc on the joint labours of 
ifvo gentlemeuj remarkable for their depth of under* 
standing and impartial criticisms^ which I shall most 
certainly do (in gratitude for your very liberal account 
of ffiy publications) before I am a twelvemonth older : 
but, as I am now writing in confidence, I still will 
be more friendly. 

The whole woik is a stupid, ill-digested, ignorant, 
and illiberal jumble of scraps and opinions, too con- 
temptible for serious perusaL 

It certainly was not the original intention of the 
compiiet of this Catalogue of twc^nny hal^nny 
pamphlets imd prints to become a Reviewer \ By 
whose adnce he has presumed to swell the books 
with Mi and your characters of puUicadons, I know 
not ; but he owes great obligations to the Monitor for 
rendering the work a base, libellous, rascally per* 
formance, evidently calculated to injure individuals, 
and impose on the public a surreptitious detail of 
things, in a manner partly uninteresting, and partly 
flagitious. 
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I "wtH not oondeflcend^ ai pment, to enter into a 
refutation of such of the articles as come within mj 
own knowledge, bixt will rest mj opinion ^ ^ 
iphoU bj those. I cannot, however, pass over one 
item, Me Map qfPeebleshire, to which you have 
tacked some observations totally faUe, as may be 
proved by the opinions of every gentleman in that 
county.^ For this, and many other invidious asser* 
ttons to be found in the books, you and the affected 
Mr Gough deserve more than I have an opportunity 
at this distance of bestowing. I remain to both per- 
sonally a stranger; imd am. Sir, one who holds you 
both in proper contempt I 

If oBTVN Jno. Armstrong. 

Armstrong did not limit his abuse to Paton, but 
at the same time transmitted the ensuing letter to 
Gough. 

* The ofibndye passages are as foUow : ^ A Survey, m two 
sheets, by Armstrong and Son, 1774 ; a copy ftom Edgar, tbe 
plate lost.**— ^ A Cempankm to the Mi^ of the County of 
Peebles, or Tweeddak, pnblished 20th June, 1776» Edin. 8vd. 
by Armstrong. This was certainly composed by some proprie- 
tor in this county, although assumed by Armstrong/' YoL U. 
p. 706. 



Jihnriek^ May 1$. 1788. 
StR, 

On a ciuiory porusal of your Anecdotes of BriAkh 
Topography, in two volume^ I fbandainoDgBt thoai 
80 many errors and mtsrepresetttaiioni, and 8ome fif 
them appear.w) much the xesult of detigih or e&ct 
cf ignorance, that loouU notnepneBB those feeliags 
which are natural to one, who^ . after jeceiTisg the 
most flattering testimonies nf public f^i|in>faalion> sees 
his own worb seeofddl with otlienas enrrefditms 
and undtilfuU Wbatt ooncbision must the reader 
draw from an opiiuqn 8o.ijB|urious to the leputatioB 
of an author? Either the author or Mr Gough hsi' 
deceived the public ! and it behoves each to vindicate 
or correct his. assertiens* With that sentiment, I 
shall take the liberty of selecting from the British 
Topography, sueh paragraphs as mj&rit notice, with 
the most candid remarks on eacb,*-Hmch only as 
truth and justice requira These, Sir, I mean to 
submit to the public. 

I do not concave that the nature of your compila- 
tion ought to have .admitted s£axkj criiicisms on the 
merits of topographical publications ; and the mote 
especially, unless you had been enabled to do so in 
ioto. But it does not appear to me that either your 
temper or talents are suited to so arduous a tasL . I . 
am willing, however, to believe, that you have, in 
some instances, been prejudiced by interested motives, 
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•or mUhd by tliofie pendns who affinded attistance ; 
ef whkh your ScoU cateier k a damniog proof. 

I have hitherto deferred writing to yoa on the sub^ 
je»t^ as Bofc being reiolved in what oanQer I should 
cottimunioata the . numerous partiai and flagitious 
emxn and misrepi^aentatipiifr which I have disco* 
verad ki every seoftioB of your books. Thia is the 
only letter I have aay i&tention of directing iogoui 
I shall, therefbre> subscribe myselfi ia thorou^con« 
tetopl of yeu and your SoM fimid» 

Your mdst humUe servant, 

MoSTYN JnOw AaMSTROWQ. 

P.S. I have wrote by this post to Mr Paton at 
Edinburgh. 

Paton was in the middle of a letter to . his friend,, 
when Armstrong's philippic came to hand* ^' While 
writing this, the inclosed impertineBty ignorant, scur* 
riloiES rhapsody was brought me ; forgive my trans- 
mitting it for f)»asal, which be kind epoiigh as re*, 
turn :«t pleayuve. (I) *am diffident of resolution/ 
whether such a blundering UockhcM of an impostor,- 
lE^all have Imy^ answer'n^e htm; horse- whipping 
would serve. Um better than a reply *: I wish to have 
it again, to shew some here who knew his &c. &c.. 
He is below notice, and despise himj f» he is gene*. 
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rally 80 here. The joint trioks of father and aon being 
80 well known in tluB place, they could remain no 
longer with ua." 

In answer, Gough mentions that, " from the coun« 
terpart which Mr Armstrong sent to me (of which. 
I enclose a copy,) that he intended you a like mark 
of his regard. Silence is the only answer to such 
dirty impertinence, and his character seems too well 
known among you. If I do not mistake, I met with 
the elder when I was in Scotland: he was very full of 
himself, and his disooTeries in surveying. Do you 
know whence they come, and of what country ? He 
has been possessed of my book a full twelve months, 
and he got it by exchange of some of his Surveys with 
Mr T. Payne after some importunity." In reply 
Paton stated, " 1 am obliged to you for the return 
of Armstrong's letter, as likewise for (the) copy of the 
one he sent you. Nothing else could be looked for 
£rom such mean creatures as Father 4md Son, both* 
whose abilities, conduct, and impositions, are too well 
known here for them to have made a longer stay with 
us. I make no doubt of the old man's boastings : 
these were only ideid, for he never put them in 
practice. He was in a marching regiment, where he 
was held in contempt; (he) originated from the 
neighbourhood of Newcastle upon Tyne ; they have 
assurance enough to barter their impressions, for 
any articles can be disposed of more readily than their 
own unmerchantible maps.' 
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As might be anticipated, neither Gough or his friend 
ever heard any more on the subject : it is probable 
Uiat upon cooling, the Armstrongs judged it more 
prudent to be quiescent However, a» Pbton was 
evidently writing under feelings of irritation, the 
eharacter given by him of these individuals cannot 
be depended on. 

Upon a subsequent occasion, a more formidable, and 
still more virulent attack was made upon him, by 
tiiat most unaccountable person, John Pinkerton; 
who, taking offence at some criticisms which Patoa 
had made upon his works, vomited forth such a tor- 
rent of abuse,* as completely eclipsed Captain Arm- 
strong's more temperate animadversions. 

Among his correspondents were, (besides Gough, 
Percy, and Ritson,) Dr Robertson, Lord Hailes, Pen- 
nant, Oearge Chalmers, Captain Grose, Callander 
of Craigfbrth, Riddel of Glenriddell, Low, the autluw 
of the Fauna Orcadennt^ and various other indivi- 
duals equally distinguished for their acquirements. 
From their letters, which are preserved in the Advo- 
vocates* Library, a selection might be made fully as 
interesting as instructive. 

His books, probably tiie most curious and yalu- 
aUe collection of the kind ever exposed to sale in this 



• See his letter, priYateTy printed in " ReUquics Scotkcsy 
8T0. £din. 1827, No. 18. 
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oountty, ware sold by au€tion ii^ tlie year 1809 r* 
and his maniwcriptf, printSy ooim, Sec* were fulise* 
qtiently dispoied of in a nmilar manner^ the latter 
sale oonnnenced upon llie 2d, and tevmiaated on the 
12th December 161 l*f 

Besides the prirate print> mentianed. in the notice 
of Mr Paton given in the Obituary of the Gentle* 
man's Magasiae, there is an etching by Kay, done 
sonifittnie in the year 17874- '^^ Antiquarian 
Seciely of Kdifitntfgh» of whidi he was a member^ 
possess A hsaatiftd drawing in dmUc of him, by 
Brown;, whiefaf it is nmcb to he regsstted, has not, 
with the.ot}ier portraits (equally well eiceented) of die 
original memhers of that Society, .been engnred* 

AkhoBgh Mr Baton wsisted jnthe publication of 
various works, it is not beKeved that he ever pro* 
duocdany thing of his own: there seems, howeveiv 
good reason to jmppose, that, besides Ae asristanoe 
givien to Mr Ooogh in his Topography, he partly, 
if not wholly, edited the first edition (in one vol.) 

* Tbe sale began sn Mopdsy, 27th F^bsoaiyy sn4 ended <iq 
the 25th of March thereafter. 

•f Priced copies of this and the prooeding catalogue are 
scarce. 

f iThere are fire fignres in the etching, — ^Mr John Dat kl- 
son. Lord Henderhmd, Mr Paton, Lord Monboddo, and Or 
Hutton. Paton is represent as a very respectable looldmg el- 
derly gentleman, both in this and the private print. They ar^ 
equally scarce. 
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of the Collection of Scotish BallaJs usually ascribed 
to David Herd. It is evidently in allusion to it« 
that Bishop Percy, in a letter dated 9th February 
1 769, returns his " best thanks" for his (Paton's) let- 
ter, and for ** the very kind and valuable present of 
your hdok^ which is a very desirable addition to my 
collection of ancient Songs and Poems." He hopes 
it will succeed, ** so that you will be excited to give 
n» another volume of the same kind." This is pro- 
bably the ''tantalising" specimen alluded to by 
Ritson. The edition of Urquhart of Cromarty's 
Tracts, printed at Edinburgh in \^14^, has ernme* 
ously been assigned to him, for in a letter to Gough 
he pointedly disclaims any concern with the work. 
It is by no means unlikely that Herd was the editor. 

It only remains to notice, that the letters are print- 
ed, without variation, from the originals in the Ad- 
vocates' Library. It is the more necessary to state 
this, as the adoption of the capital ''/," so contrary to 
Ritson's usual practice, might induce a suspicion that 
liberties had been taken with the text. In the ca- 
talogue of songs alone, the small ** %*' occurs. 

As so much is said about the Shakspeare forgery 
in the letters, a few short extracts fix)m the ocnxe- 
spondence of Gough and Paton will be finind in the 
Appendix; together with the celebrated Critique 
upon the Scotish Songs, which there can be little 
doubt was written by Pinkerton. 
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LETTERS 

FROM 

JOSEPH RITSON, ESQ, 

TO 

Me GEORGE PATON. 
I. 

1 

Gray's Inn, ISik Nov. 1792. 
SIR, 

Applying to you without ceremony as a lover 
and promoter of all literary undertakings^ par- 
ticularly such as are any way connected with 
your native country, I take the liberty to in- 
close three printed leaves of an intaided publi- 
catioa of Scotish Songs, which I shall esteem 
it a particular favour if you would be pleased 
to collate carefully with Lord Hyndfocd^s MS^* 

* Commonly called the <^ Bamiatyne MS.*' from iu having 
been oompiled by George Bannatyne, a merchant in Edin- 
buigfa, to whose indefatigable industry we are indebted for ^ 
prcientation of the great body of early Scotidi Poetry. 

B 






2 

in the Advocates' Library^ It is the only piece 
which escaped me when at Edinburgh, and you 
will easily find it by the first line in the Index. 

The other article I trouble you with is a list 
of words occurring in Scotish Songs, most of 
which I neither understand myself, nor can find 
explained in any Glossary. All of them, how- 
ever, are probably familiar to you ; and I can 
rely with confidence on the explanations with 
which you may be pleased to favour me. 

Dr Farmer, not having his copy of Sir David 
Lindsay^s Satyres in town^ has oUigii^ly pro- 
mised to send down for it to CambridgiQ. I 
shall expect it, of course, in a few days. ■ 

The date of your book of Gkxliy Songs is 
1621 ; Mr Brand, chaplma to the Duke 6f Nor- 
thumbarland, has a perfect copy, of which Mr 
Chalmers gave me the lull title. It is clearly 
the same edition with yours. I have never 
heard of a third copy. 

I am possessed of a very rare and curious 
book. It is, << The Seuin Seages Translatit out 
of Prois in Soottis Meter be lohne Holland in 
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Dalkeitb. Imprentit at Edinburgh be lohne 
Bos, for Henrie Charteris, M.D*Lxxyiii.^ 8ve. 
b. L There is a later edition mentioned by 
Ames, but I know no one who has it. 

You will oblige me very much by saying 
whether, in the oourse of your extendve re- 
searches, you have ever met with any spedmen 
of the vulgar language of Scotland prior to the 
year 1S50; or what you think that langua^ 
was, viz. whether Gaelic or English. I am, 
With great respect, 
Sifi,. 

Your very dbediei^ humble servant, 

X RIT80N. 
P.S. Do you know any thing of Sir Alexander 
Halket, who he was, or when he lived or died ? 

II. 

Gn^'i Jtm, 8ik Jan. 1793.* 
SIR, 

I DEVsaBED, perhaps improperly, the ac 

knowledgment of your favours of the 8th and 

* Icitl798indieldlv,bttti]iitif cvidAidyaiiii 
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17th ult. till the arriTal of (he small pareel yocr 
meHtioiied, whioh I expected some weeks since^ 
but did not recdve till yesterday. 

I am much obUged both to you and to the 
gentleman who took the trouble to go through 
my list of old Sootish words, many of which,. I 
must presume, are become altogether obsolete 
and unintelligible, or confined, at least, to some 
remote part of the country, as I cannot assent 
to every explanation your friend has given; 
though I shall lest satisfied with, what I have 
done, and ndther give you, myself, or any one 
else, further trouble about the matter, I am 
very thankfiil for the reference to Joceline^s Life 
of St Munge, which I shall immediately see 
after. 

You must cease to consider Lord Hailes as a 
most JaUhfid publisher ; as I, who have collated 
many of his articles with the Bannatyne MS. 
know the contrary to my cost. I do not, in- 
deed, mean to say that he is so intentionally 
faithless as Ramsay | but I do say that his tran- 
scripts have been very inaccurate, that he has ia 



mamerous inirtances wilfully altered the origii 
ortbograpby, and not onfirequently misinterpreU 
ed the text of Uie MS. which I suspect he waa 
occasionally unable to read. I am much obliged 
by your offer of a copy of his Lordship^s puUi- 
caticMi ; but you -will permit me to isform you, 
that I possess not only this, but almost every 
other volume of Sootish Poetry, ancient or 
modom, hiUierto printed, except your Godig 
Song9; and am nearly as perfect in Scodrii 
history* 

I am BOW satisfied that no one can tdl me 
from good authority what was die vulgar Ian- 
guageof the fiouth of Scotland in the 12th cei^ 
tury. I,"howiefver, entirdy eoncur with you in 
apinkny that it was the Englisl^ Saxon. 'Didf 
mentbn to you that I had got a genuine Soot- 
ish soiig of the year 1S89 ? 

The Graelic MS* menticmed by your friend to 
be in the Advocates^ Library, I suppose I •saw. 
I know nothing of 'Gaelic ; i)ut the character, 1 
perceive, is Irish, and the writing, as I conjec- 
iture, of the last century ; at any rate, not of Bo- 
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bert Bniee*B tinie. I flhould be glad of a fititk- 
fal tranftlation of diat part of the MS. in which 
Iba author spsaks of himadf, his age, or ooun- 
try; asIamafladoastolieconviiiBedofaGadie 
MS. 

Your edition of the << SeTeii Sagea^ seem 
equally care with the two former. I mentaon-* 
€d it to Mr Chalflier% who means tx> fiivourthe 
publie with the exact aoDoont of the origin and 
progress of Seotish typography, by way of pre^ 
face, as I oonodve, to his Life of Ruddiman. 

I obsenred^ in oonsequehoe (^ a qu^ln your 
first letter, that JtAkh Kno9t is in an old book) 
91 my possetflson, intitled ^ Ane Dbputatbn 
concerning the oontrouernit headis of reli^otti 
&c" Paris 1581, generally stiled << Sohir John 
Xmnox ;^ and you will find, I presume, thiit he 
was a secular priest, who had taken his d^ree 



* Probably tlie mob desdiibed te ibllows in P«t<ni*8 wtntdi* 
My got up MOe cilalpgiM 2656. «^ BolUod^s Seven SegMi 
ISoots tnetter, black letter, 1631. The Edogs of the Poet B. 
Mantuan Caamditan, 1572. The Diuel Conquered. Tobac- 
OH « Poem> 1^1/' In olie Tokune 12mek 



bfM.A.attbeUnive»ty: a character to 
I beKeve the Pope^s kni^rtliood was confined. 

There ia a collection of << Andent SongaT 
kfeely publidied by Johnaoo in St Paurs Church 
Yard, in which Dr Percy^s Theory of the old 
English Minstrels is criddsed, and perhaps coi»- 
futed: I am sorry I have tiot a oopy of it for 
your acceptance. I wish, however, you would 
please to infiHrm me how I can send you any 
thing df this kind sooner ot eaqrer, than you 
ctoEk piocure it by means of the booksellers in 
Edinbuigh. 

I am sorry ibat Dr Farmer has not been able 
to find the volume of tracts cimtaining << Sir D. 
lindsay^s Satire.^ He supposes it to have been 
lent to Mr Malone, to whom Mr Steevens had 
promised to make immediate applki^n. Idnt 
perhaps you have already learned that Pinker- 
ton has lately published these Satires from a 
(very incorrect) copy of the Hyndfinrd MS. to- 
gether with the various readings of the printed 
edition; published under Uie name of 6. Nichols, 
for C. Dilly, in the Poultry, 8 vok. crown 8vo. 
price 9s. He has had the impudence and dis- 
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honesty to insert in this collection a carious old 
MS. poem in my possesion, of which a friend 
of his had some years since surreptitioittly ob- 
tmied a copy, and which on that friend's appli- 
cation from him, I positively refused my leave 
to print He, or some one for him, (Mr Cat- 
donnd, I presume) has had the use of the old 
volume of tracts in the Advocates'* Library. 

I have beoi able to meet with no further in* 
telligence about Sk Alexander Halbet He is 
said to be the author ciGUderoy^ and I strongly 
suspect him to have had a principal hand in the 
foTgarj o{ HarA/lcnuUy which is all that I know 
of him. 

I am sorry to find that business diould press 
80 hard upon youat a time of life which should 

be devoted to ease and indulgence; and the 
more so, as it deprives the public of all benefit 
from the exertion of those talents and that 
knowledge of men and books of which they 
have had so tantalizing a spedmen. I am. 

Sib, 
Very sincerely and respectfully yours, 

J, RITSON. 



)P.S. Vfhesa yoa call in at Mr Laing^s shc^ 
"fkaae to tell him' that I have not yet Teodved 
the parcel of books finom his catalogue. 

III. 

Grains Inn, Sth March 179^ 
DEAR SIR, 

* I HATE been extremdy mortifyed to leaniy 
that the parcel which I delivered directed for 
you, to George Robertson, in the beg^ning of 
last year, and whidi he prcrfesses to ha^ sent 
by a perscHi belonging to Eirkaldie, has entirely 
miscarried. It oontuned the supplement to your 
defective copy of Sir David Lindsay^s Satyre^ 
and some other papers, I believe of less mo- 
ment I would have found other means df con- 
veyance, but concluded from the drcumstanoe 
of your friendship with Mr Robertson, Uiat I 
could not consult ather expedition or security 
better than by entrusting it to him* I have 
called repeatedly at his shop to learn the name 
of the man, but am never able to find him at 
home* We must therefore, I.fear, give the par- 
cel up for lost. 
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Though, as I am pennaded I have already 
told jou, I do not mudi admire Lord Hailea** 
judgment in the adectioo he made from ywa 
Godly Ballads, I am not the less obliged to you 
for the copy I reoeiired, aadwhachhaaauSdent 
merit as conung fixmia gentlemanof whose finend- 
slup and favour I shall be always very pioud. 

I shall beg your acceptance shortly of a small 
cdlection of Sootish Songs, with which I have 
cartainly taken some, pains, though I cannot 
boast that the result is altogether sucessful or 
satisfactory. . You will perceive, however, by a 
note at the end of the work, that I have been 
fortunate enough to ascertain the exact date of 
Sir D. Lindsay's Satyre, which appears to have 
heea ori^nally represented befiwe the king and 
queen at Linlithgow, on the 6th of January 
1539. Any corrections, improvonents, or oIk 
servations will be duly regarded. 

The impresson of another little volume, of 
which I believe I shewed you a fragment, en* 
titled << The Caledonian Muse,^ which had en- 
gaged my attention for a great many years, and 
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.was at last got nearly ready for puUicatioii, has 
Jbeen lately destroyed by a fire in the printer^ 
iKMue ; so that I neither possess, nor can pro* 
cure, one single copy. Sic tranMghria mundi I 

You will have heard, I presume, that Winton^s 
Chrqnide by a Mr Maqifaprson^ is in (peat fau 
wardness. 4tb to surpass, k point of correctness 
and typography, any thing that has hitherto 
aiqpeared. But I confess the qiedmen I have 
seen betrayed symptoms of licentiousness aUd 
affectati(Ni, which I can ndther approve of nor 
account for. 

Pixkkerton seems busy in his intended His- 
tory of Scotland. Whether it is to be the same 
with that advertised under the name of Bobert 
Heron,^ I cannot learn. His treatment of the 

• 

" PSnkertam brought out hk ^* Letten on litentuie^ un- 
der the fictitioiis name of ^* Robert Henm." It Angularly hap- 
ipened that a *^ Bobert HeroD»** a man of tome literary aoquue- 
mentSt did then eiiat, and that he was about to publish a 
History of Scotland. Pinkerton was also at the time engaged 
in his History of the Stewarts, and thus the puede which 
perplexed Bitson arosei Of the nnlbrtunate fate of the real 
Bobert Heron, a very interesting account wiU be found in 
Mumy*s valuable, tut undeserYedly n^lected, literary His* 
tjDry of Galloway. * 



** Celtic flavages^ Is to foe speedily resented in 
print By the Reverend John Lane Buchanan, 
nominal author of ^< Travels in the Western 
Hebrides,^ who seems, in. fact, to be as very a 
Celt as hb antagonist could posnbly wish for. I 
am sorry to find so good a cause in the hands df 
«uch an incompetent advocate. • 

I indulge myself at present with the hopes of 
eeeing you in (he course of the ensuing sump- 
iser : and in the mean while, request you tobe- 
lieve me, 

Deae Sie, 
Your idncere friend and faithfiil 

Obedient servant, 

J. RITSON, 

IV. 

Cray's Inn, IQih Jan. 1795. 
BEAR SIR, 

The receit of your obliging favour, (which the 
expectation of a cover prevented by immediately 
acknowledging,) gave me great pleasure. I am 
sorry to have been deprived of the still greater 
pleasure of a personal interview-; but can assure 
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you, that the circumstances which conspired to 
defeat my proposed vbit to *' the good town^ 
did not include a want of inclinati<»i. 

I shall be highly gratifyed with a perusal of 
the fragments of Scotisk Songs collected by Mr 
Herd,* which may be sent by the mail, under 



* David Hard Is known as the editor of a euxiotast and noir 
■omewhat rare collection of Soots Songs, of which the first edi- 
tion in one Tolume appeared in the year 1769) and the second 
edition in two Tohtmes in the year 1776* In the preparatioa 
of ihiMJKfpfky Herd deriyed considerable assistance firom his 
ftiend George Faton. He was a derk in the oflloe of Mr 
David BttsseH, accountant in Edinburgh ; and although gene- 
laDy termed a writer, isundeistood never to have entered with 
any of the corporations. He was a quiet, well meaning, and 
industrious man, without any pretence, and did not deserve 
tiie cliancter of an *^ illiterate and injudicious tompiler,*' which 
Mr Pinkerton was pleased to bestow upon him. See Pinkerton'a 
letters to Paton, BeUqwe Scoiktt^ No. 18. Edin. 8vo. 1828. 
David could say bitter things too, as the following excerpt from 
a letter of his to Faton, relative to the edition of the Wallace 
printed by the Morisons at Perth (3 vols. I2mo.) will testify. 

^ My Lord Buchan has caused the editor put at die begin- 
^g, a picture oTa brozy fat piendicant, aged 50 years at least, 
and tiiis he calls the Young Hero WaHace, who was cut off in 
his 29th year ! 

^ On a former occasion he made them give the figure of aa 
Idietical distorted monster, under the denomination of &at ac» 
complished Prince, James the I. 
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cover to Mr Chalmers, to whom either yourself 
or Mr Laing may posubly have other matters 
to communicate; and shall be returned with 
equal safety, and probably by the same coa- 
veyanoe.* I fiel myself much indebted and 

^^Theyon^t to hsn ntiinidl twCh t» wipe hk Loiibhip*» 

«« Thtirtiti^^ m Xkc 1790.** 

* Theve leenu tohaye been some deUy^ on the part of Paton, 
in tnnsmitting the baOads, which Herd did not seem pleased 
with, as upon the 3d Jamuoy he addresses the ftdlowing letter 
tohisftiend* 

^^ I h«ve not been abroad much in the eTeoin^i this week to 
eall upon yon, owing to the dipperyness of the streets i and 
tbeie^ send you indosed the Ust old song to bo foiwaided 
with the former parcel to Mr lUtson. 

«^ By his last letter to yon, I see he is amdotts for these. I 
do not altogether approve of this method of long hanging up » 
gentleman upon tlie tenter hooks of ezpectation, for a fow fidf^ 
ments, as it is enhancing their value more, than he may after* 
wards think them worth. 

** I do not want any of them to be returned to me ; be if 
extremely welcome to make what he pleases of them, and if any 
thing Airthcr in that line foils in my way afterwards, I shall 
give it to you to be transmitted. . Mr Ijaing>will forward youf 
pacquet by the mail coach—we have experienced what it is to 
trust private hands. The last almanac I sent to Mr Syme by 
an oflicer who was to leave it at Newcastle for him, but ^e) 
never thought more of it till he arrived at Plymouth.*' Bi(i- 
son was not disappointed with the communications, as will be 
seen ftom his next letter. 
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obliged, both to Mr Herd and yourself, for this 
proof of your attention and liberality. My lit- 
tle collection, I fear, was scarcely worth your 
aooeptance, as there can be very few things in it 
which you were not already acquainted with. 
Could I,, indeed, have made it convenient to 
have passed a sunuBer cft two in the south of 
Scotland, I might perhaps have been able to 
render it more gratifying to curiosity. 

If the Duke of Boxburgh^s edition of the 
« Godly Songs'^bear the date of 1600, 1 should 
suppose it to be either ihejirst ox second; as I 
bdieve your own was printed in 1621. The 
date, indeed, is unluckily cut off, but Mr 
Chalmers supplyed me with the full title of a 
copy in the possessbn of Mr Brandy a clergy, 
man, (Secretary to the Society o£ Antiquaries,) 
which agreed in every respect with that of yours. 
I should certainly be glad enough to see the 
Dukes's book, but have no opportunity of gain* 
ingaocess to it. If I may take the liberty to re- 
fer you to my << Historical Essay,^ (pp. xxxvii 
li), you will perceive upcm what grounds I con« 
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elude th^ author of '^ The Complaint of Scot- 
lande^^ and the author of the <' Godly Songs,"" 
to be one and the same person, and also how 
much I am indebted to your friendship for the 
discovery. I am persuaded that Sir James 
Inglis^s title to the former of those works, is 
merely founded upon a mistake of Dr Macken* 
zie, or of some person he had consulted. That 
Lord Oxford^s copy of the book, (whatever is 
become of it,) actually possessed the title, and 
that the authors name appeared thereby to be 
<< Vedderbume^^ seems evident from Osburne^s 
Catalogue.* But I perceive, on dipping into 
the new edition of << Ames^ History (^ PvinU 
ifng^ that .you have already handled the matter 
with your usual accuracy and research. 

In the Faculty.Library, as I learn from their 
printed catalogue, is some old Scotish poetry by 



* A» to Ais, see Lejrden's Introduction to the Complftynt of 
SoDtUnd ; Herd^s Letter in the SooU Magazine for January 
1802 ; and Strictures thereon in the Number for July. After 
■11 the discuMion on the subject, the matter just remains .where 
it was, and will do so, until a copy with the title-page tnma up.^ 
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James Ghray, oF ^hich I shall esteem it a very 
particular favour if you ean procure me some 
account. I have never been able to hear any 
thmg of the old volume of Tnicts, which is a 
severe disi^printment Mr Fraser Tytler, who 
pronused me to look after it, is probably dissa^ 
tisfied with the manner in which I have thotight 
myself obliged to differ from his iather ; but 
which is no other, I believe, than he himself 
differed from Hume and Robertson, Magis 
arnica Veritas was his motto, and is mine. 

I am very much afraid that Mr Chalmers 
undertakes so many literary adventures at once, 
he will never be able to achieve them either with 
satisfaction to his judgment, or with safety to his 
health. I have not learned what progress he has 
made in <<-the Life of Alkin Ramsay ;'' but I find 
he is, likewise, engaged upon that of Thomson, 
as well as on the lives of all the political and 
commercial writers of Great Britain ; and not 
the less occupyed, at the same time, in a work of 
still greater magnitude and importance,-— a sort 
of ViOare Scaticum^ upon a most extensive, and^ 

C 



o 
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to far as I am capaUe of juc^ng, most exeel* 
lent {dan : * which wiQ, unquestionahly, prove 
of the greatest utility to Sootish histor7,--K»f 
much greater indeed than any thing that has 
lutherto appeared: his object bring to amaas the 
utmost possible quantity of facts, verifyed by 
the best posable authoritys. He has lately fa>i 
voured me with your engraved portrait, upon 
which you may be assured I set no small value. 

I shall be glad if you will inform me who was 
the editor of Montrose^s Memoirs, published in 
1756. I had understood him to be the late 
Lord Haile8,-f- which I now fani^ a mistake, as 
his Lordsfaip^s character seems to savour too 
much of the vinilency of whiggism for an ad- 
mirer of Montrose. 

Our friend Pinkerton, I am told, to complete 
the infamy of his character, has turned cridcal 

* An anukm to Chidmen' moft Taluable collection of ma- 
terials relative to Scotland, pnbUthed nnder the name of ^« Ca- 
ledonia.'* 

fThii notion had originated piohably ftom the drcmnstanoe 
of hia Lordihip's having printed <privately> a specimen of an 
intended Life of Montrose. 
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reviewer; asittration of course, which admits 
neither truth nmr honesty. He will thefdoie 
have the pleasoee of tfaunderiiig hia owh dani. 
aatbn upon the heads of others, among whom, 
I suppose, he will take eare, not to fovget, 

IksAR Sib, 
Ycwr veiy sincere friend and 
Humble servant, 

J. RrrsoN. 

V. 

Graifs Inn, 19M May 1795. 
D£AB SIR, 
You will both accept yourself, and have the 
goodness to present to Mr Herd, my sincerest 
acknowledgements for his very valuable coHec* 
tion of Scotish BaUads, many of which are par- 
ticularly curious, and such as I had never before 
seen or heard of. As this gentleman is peculi- 
arly conversant with the subjeet, I have taken 
the liberty, on the other side, to submit to his 
perusal a Hst of Scotish Songs which I have 
hitherto been unable to meet with, some of which 
he wiU {nt>baUy recollect, and be able to say 
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wheve they are to be found. I suppose I either 
possess^ or have seen about as many more, the 
merits of which appear insuflScient to rescue them 
from oblivion. But, all together, the number is 
prodi^ous! From the falsehood, in^udenoe, 
and scurrility of The Criikai Review^ I conclude 
that Pinkerton is one of its principal authors, 
and particularly ike gentleman to whom I and 
my little publication are so much obliged. You 
will think me too revengeful when I wish he 
were compelled to subscribe his name to his 
cridcbms.* The Shakspearepapers, of which you 
have heard so much, and which I have carefully 
examined, are, I can assure you, a parcel of for- 
geries, studiously and ably calculated to deceive 
the public :- the impoation being, in point of 
art and foresight, beyond any thing of the kind 
that has been witnessed since the days of An», 
niue VUerbiensie: So that we may soon hope tQ 



* Thif corioiu critique will be found in tiie Appendix. 
Certainly, after the unprovoked and icurrilouf attack by Rit- 
•on upon Pinkerton in the Introductoxy £May to the Sooti 
Songi, it was not surprising that the latter should n 
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match you in the number of literary impottori 
I am, 

Deak Sin, 

Very uncerely yours, 

J. RITSON. 

P. S. I have at last recovered the tune to which 
^* the Banks of Helicon,^ and <^ theCherrie and 
the Slae/' were ori^nally sung. Though lost in 
Scotland, and never perhaps known in England, 
it has been preserved in Wales by the name of 
<< Glyn Helicon.'' Lord Hailes and Mr Tyt- 
ler would have been glad of this discovery. 

LIST OF SONQS E£F£RE£D TO. 

Alack and well aday. 

Allan Water ; My love Annie's wondrous bonny. 
An auld man and a hand'ul o' siller. 
And you meet a lass that's gay. 
An Middleton be walking. 
Annie and Colin. 
An she come near me. 
As I came in l^ Falkland Fair. 
As I stood on the Pier of Leith. 
Auld lang syne : And drink a cup of kindnefs^ 

For auld lang syne. 
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Be constant stilL 

Becaoie i wm a bonny lad. 

Bemy Bell and Maiy Gxaj. {OrigmaL) 

Boatman. 

Come ben and Idss me, man. 

Come IdsB with me^ oome dap with me^ 

Cutty spoon and tiee laddie. 

Dear BiUy, wilt thou go to battle ? 

Donald, gird my cogie. 

Duncan's complaint. 

For our lang btdiag here. {Oripnal,) 

For the love of Jean. 

Four*and-twenty Highland-men. 

Fie upon Carnegie. 

Had i the wate she bad me. 

Hallow-even. 

Hey, Tammy Brandy. 

Her answer it was mum. 

Hey how, the king saddle. 

Hey the Lochait Lee man. 

Highland laddie. {Or^imL) 

Highland lassie, lovely thing. 

How can i be sad on my wedding-day. 

I am asleep, do not waken mew 

I canna winn hame to Eppie, I tzow. 

I fix'd my fitncy on her. 

I have lost my marrow. 

I loo'd a- bonny lady. 
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111 gae nae mair to your town. 

I'll gar ye be fidn to follow me. 

Ill love no more* 

111 never leave thee* 

ni never tee him moce. 

Ill thro' the moor for a' that 

I wuh my love were in a mir^ 

If you had been where i have beeo« 

In her cap she wore a foatber. 

I'ae ne'er rue i lov'd thee. 

Its i would have my gown.raader 

Kate of Aberdeen. ( OrigituU, ) 

Kilt thy coat, Maggy. 

Lochaber no more. (Origifu^*) 

Lye stilly good-man« and take another nap. 

My ain kind deary o : 

And tho' the night be ne*er sae dark. 
And I be wat and wearie o, 

111 hap thee in my pettiooaty 
My ain kind dearie o. 
My dear, come pUy me o'er again. 
My love, alas! is dead and gone. 
My wife she dang me. 
O an i were marry'd* 
O, dear mother, what shall i do ? 
O, Jean, i bve thee. 
O'er Bogie. 
O'er the hills and &r awa'. ( Origirnd,) 
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One evening as i loit my way. 

Open the door to tlnee. 

Peggy^ I must love thee. (OrigmaL) 

Pdlwarth on the green* (OrigUuU.) 

Saw ye my Peggy ? 

Sour plunuj of Gallaihielfc 

Steer her up and had her gawa. 

Stormont's ghoat 

The ale-wife and her haneL 

The auld gaud aver* 

The auld maid of Fife. 

The harher and hii baaon. 

The bonny lass of Aberdeen. 

The bonnyett lass in a' the waild. 

The bonnyett lass in our town. 

The bursting sigh. 

The Corby and ihe Pyet 

The Earl of Murray's bonny diSng. 

The gaUant shoemaker. 

The gleed Earl of Kelly. 

The Gordons has the guiding on't 

The King of France, he run a race. 

The Lady of the flowery fiekL 

The man has got his mare again. 

The milldng-pail. 

The minister's wife has learnt a sang. 

The old Stewarts back again. 

The old witch of Ochiltree. 
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The voice of my love^ 

The vows of endleti lore. 

The widows shall have spoases. 

The winding of the stream. 

The winter it is past. 

The £pldr\ wawking of the &uld* 

There are few good fellows when Jamie's away. 

There's three good fellows down in yon glen. 

This Logan water is so deep. 

Thro' the wood, laddie. (On^naL) 

Under the green-wood tree. 

Up in the morning early. 

Up the reel of Bogie. 

Up with the Souters of Selkirk^ and down with 

the Earl of Hume. 
Was ye at the bridal ? 
Wate ye how the play began. 
Well a' to Kelso ga 
We're a' Mar's men. 
Well a day. 

What have i done for want of wit? 
What the devil ails you ? 
When the king came o'er the water. 
Where shall our good man lye ? 
Widow, are ye wawking ? 
WiU ye go to Sheriff-muir ? 
Will ye lend me your loom, lass ? 
Willy's the lad for me. 
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Woe is me, what maun i do? 

Woe*i my heart that we flhoald funder. (OripmL) 

Ye'll aj he welcome hade again. 

Ye took yoar packs 

Upon your hacks. 
Ye wadna stay. 

Ye ran away. 

N« B. The tunes to most of these songs ate still 
preserved.* ^ 

• This fist of songs was printed in tbe Soots', Magscine for 
Jsnusj 1802, with the foBowii^ notice prefixed ; ^ The edi^ 
ton of the Scots Magazine having been favoured with the fol- 
lowing list of deaderata in Scotidi Song, by that eminent and 
accurate antiquarian J. Ritson, Esq. beg leave to call the atten- 
tion of their countrymen more paitieulaily to this subject 
They have the utmost reason to believe^ that many, perhaps the 
majority, of the songs here enumerated, are still preserved by 
tradition, and float in the occasional recitation of the Scotish 
liOwlanders ; at least it is absolutdy certain that many beauti- 
liil Yerses, if not complete songs, have been preserved in this 
manner. That these should at least be corrected (collected ?) 
and arranged, must be the ardent wish not only of every .'Sco4»- 
man, but of every person who p on sc s M S a taste for nature and 
nmplidty. The history of Scotish song, though equally inter- 
esting and curious, from the total neglect in which it remained 
for a very long period, has become a subject of very difficult 
discusnon, and can only be illustrated by an appeal to focts. 
As the opportunities of illustration are constantly diminishing, 
the editors of the Scott Magazine aaauit resist the tempUition 
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Gra^i Inn^ July StlH, 1795. 
DEAR SIB, 
I had prepared a letter for yoti, with which I 

intended to have troubled Mr Laing, who pro- 
of •▼afling thenuelTeB of this occarion, to invite the eommtmi* 
catioDs of ereiy person who can repeat Sootish aongs, or who 
may have an opportonfcy of ttamcriUng the Meeting records of 
tradition. An opportunity lost may never ag^ oeeur ; and 
within these last twenty years, nmneroos opportonities of re* 
covering heantifbl monuments of Scotish song have certainly 
been lost At the same time, they cannot help suggesting the 
propriety, or rather necessity, that there is ISnr every person 
pledging his veracity for the accuracy of his communications ; 
while they reooUeet the oUoquy that the national character has 
incurred from a few instances of literary imposition, which the 
authors probably intended rather as experiments on the critical 
teste of the times, than experimental deceptioDs of the under- 
standing." 

Notwithstanding of this appeal, little was then done to- 
wards the recovery of the remains of the popular poetry of 
the country. Subsequently, by the activity and industry of 
a few individuals, many of the songs enumerated in Bitson's list, 
were obtained, bendes a number he had never heard of; and, 
let it be remembered, that, in addition to the many other obliga- 
tions conferred on Scotish literature by Sir Walter Scott, he it 
was, who first successfully excited his countrymen to collect and 
preserve theiude, but expresuve lays of their forefathers^ by 
the publication of his Border Minstrelsy ; and that he has 
since uniformly encouraged and promoted every undertaking 
i^idi bad such an end for its object. 
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misedy if I did not misunderstand him, to fa- 
vour me with a call before he left town. Since, 
however, he has thought proper to take French 
(rather than Scotch) leave, I am under the ne- 
cesfflty of re-writing my letter, as it ran to a cou- 
ple of sheets^ and one finds it di£Scult under the 
late regulations, and at this time of year, to pro- 
cure a cover. 

7 

Mr Chalmers, whose character and conduct 
intiUe him to every possible instance of atten- 
tion and civility, was in possession of Mr Herd^s 
MSS. before the receit of your last favour. 

I don't know how I expressed myself respect- 
ing the long list I took the liberty of €ommuni- 
caUng ; but, in fact, it was a list of songs f-^^^Lnd 
not of tunes^ as you seem to ima^e. However, 
it was not meant, in any point of view, to give 
you the trouble you appear to have taken about 
it 

The Bhakspeare papers, which have of late 
been so much the subject of conversation, are 
in the possession of Mr Samuel Ireland, of 
Norfolk Street, in the Strand, who has long 



distinguished himself as an amatear md collec- 
tor 'of die works of Hogarth, as well as by se- 
veral literary publications. He himself informed 
me, that they were discovered by his son, among 
some old writings, in the chambers of a gentle- 
man in die Temple, whose name he was, not at 
liberty to mention. I am since told that he haa 
not only considerably augmented the collections 
which I saw, by the addidon of playhouse ac< 
counts and tracts from Shakspear^s library,, but 
has likewise occasionally varyed the relation of 
his becoming possesed of it However, as I had 
not the slightest doubt as to the fabrication or 
forgery of every thing he shewed me, my cu- 
riosity was never tempted to repeat the visit* 

* The immecliate detecCson of this foigeify, is k deebiTe proof 
mm^ indeed any proof on the tubject were necessary— of the 
aoundnen, generally speakmg, of Bit8on*s judgement. Thai 
which had perplexed individuali of the first literary eminence* 
and to expose which Malone had written a goodly octavo to- 
lame, containing numerous reasons, (one half of which were 
wrong,) was instantly detected by this singular man, upon a cur- 
ioiy inspection. Young Ireland's account of the interview is 
too interesting to be omitted. 

^ The sharp physiognomy, the perdng eye, and the silent 
senitiny of Mi Ritson, filled me with a dread I had never be* 
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r take the whole seheme to have been executed 
wttbin these &ree or four yean; since the 
publication, that is, of Malone^^s edition of 
Shakq)eare ; and bj, or under the direction of, 
some person of gemns and talents, whidi ought 
to hate been better employed. It appeared to 
me, at the time, that Irdand Inmself was the 
dupe of this imposture ; but whether he be still 
ignorant of its real nature and design, I cannot 
be quite so ponttve. The things I saw were 
deeds, letters, verses, drawings, conundrums, 
fcc. &C. together with the entire play of K. Lear; 
every article of which it would be a very easy 
matter to demonstrate, as well by intrinsic as by 
external evidence, to be a recent and palpable 
Corgery. The most remarkable drcumstanee. 



fbve experieneed. Hu questionings were hoonic, but alwayt 
to the pinpose. No stored flow of words could draw him from 
his purpose ; he was not to be hoodwinked ; and, after satisfy- 
ing his cariosity, he departed ftom Mr Samud IreIand*S house 
without ddivering any opinion, or committing himsdf in the 
smallest drcumstance. In fine, I do as firmly believe that 
Mr JEUtson went away fully assured that the papers were spu- 
rious, as that I have existence at this moment**— Cofi/^««i(»i# 
of miHam Henry Ireitmdy p. 327. 



31 

perhaps, in ibis biqiutous buaness, and Chat 
which is, apparently, bestealculated to promote 
its success, is-^th(0; the parchment and seals are 
indisputably ancient «id authentic ; so that the 
original writing must have been entirely effaeed. 
This efiGBCt, however, can be, and dcHibtless has 
been produced by a chemicid {Mreparaticm, (wdl 
known, it seems, to foi^rs of notes,) which re- 
moves every vestige of ink, without the sUght- 
est injury to the substance on which it haa been 
used. With reqpect to the anachronisms and 
inocmsbtencies which here and there occur, some 
(if not aU) of them have, probably, been intrc^ 
duced for the express purpose c^ h&x^ one day 
or other triumphantly brought forward, by the 
impostor himself, asjdenumstrative proofs of the 
ignorance and gullibility of the Shakspeare con- 
noisseurs. The succesfrof the subscription (four 
guineas) is not, I understand, such as to induce 
Mr Irdand to give his treasures to the public, 
for the present* 

* For an account of thifl eztraoidiiitty forgery) we IrdaadV 
Confessions— one of the most amusing books ever written* 
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I observe, with pleasure, what Mr Herd has 
remarked upon the oonfusioii made by Pinker* 
ton of the two Pennecuiks. He ha% with equal 
ignorance, confounded the two Hamiltons (of 
Bangour and Gilb^tfield) But, indeed, his 
blunders are venial, when compared mA die 
more crimmal parts of his literary and moral 
character. • ^ • 

Do you possess, or did you ever meet withi 
« The Taill of Rauf CaUzear^ printed at Sanct 
Androis be R. Lekprevik, 1572 P'^ You, at 
least, recollect the title in Ames : and the hero, 
whoever he was, (for I cannot compr^iend how 
he harbreit King Charles,) is mentioned by 
Dunbar, (Ancient Scottish Poems, Edm. 1770,) 



t* 



_ • 

Kyne of Baof Coljraid and Jdhne the reif. 



Lord Hules, by the way, in his note upon 
this line, suppose *^ Johne the reif*^ to mean 

* There is a copy, supposed unique, in the AdTOcates' Li- 
brary. It has been reprinted by Mr David Laing in his valu- 
able ** Select Remains of the Ancient Popular Poetry of Scbt- 
Und.^ Edin. 1823, Auk 
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Johntf ArmHrong ; which cannot be : since, be- 
side that the poem itself is in all probability 
older than Armstrong's time, he is likewise 
named, abng with this same Rauf Coilzear, in 
Bishop Douglas's Police of Honour^ written 
before 1518 •. 

*^ I taw Raf CoOzeoTy wiA hiv thrawin Briw, 
Cnibit Johme the re^f, and aiild Cowkewpii Sow.*' 

Jchne ihe reify in fact, is John the reve, (or 
bttlif,) the subject of a very ancient popular 
poem, of which Dr Percy, who has it in his 
folio MS. long since promised the publication^ 
Cowkewp%8'>8cw is another old poem in the 
Hyndford MS.* As for Bauf Coilzear, there 
was perhaps,^ a still earlyer edition of his story 
than Lekprevik's, it being mentioned in Wed. 
derburn's CompJainte, 1549. 

I am sonry to lefflm the death of poor Smellie, 
whose name reminds me of a whimsical anec- 

* Colkdibie sow was for the fint time printed in Mr Laing*s 
work before mentioned, mider the editorial care of Robert Pit' 
cairn, Esq. a gentleman to whom the public is infinitely- 
indebted for the publication, now going on, of all that is impor-; 
tant in the Justiciary record. 
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dote. In the coarse of a conversation, one 
evening, at the Trj^e dubf* (when I was last 
in EcUnburgh,) upon Ae averaiair which the 
people in Scotland had formerly borne to tha 
family at present on the throne, Smellie remariu 
ed) as an equally strong and singular instance^ 
that they had given the roydl name,. Geordie, 
to a sir-reverence I now, on looking casually over 
<« the works of Captain AJexaader BMcliffis,^ 
printed in 1696, but apparently written some 
years before, I find that this illustrious mane 
had been thus lamentably degraded- before' the 
present family was heard of; ftora which, of 
course, as a loysl subject, I am anxious to re** 
move so dirty* an imputation. The passage F 
allude to is the folfewing^ in the Sptstle firom 
Paris to Helen : 

The irvty fist ttkweeir }fioiir brnit dotf fleem 
like a brcw^Georgti dnipt in b bDvl of aouiL^* 

* €Kwlu<^the WAlexandarGftoipbelliliieefitarof Al- 
byn's Anthology, and author of a (¥07 iinpeiftet) Hutofjr of 
Sbotiah Poetij, && Nnl the printer, and oUier ddxeuf of £ffitt^ 
bnig|i} were mmberi* 

t Raddifie^s Ovid Tiavestiey in wMdi these lines ooeur, had 
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The actual origin of this curious appellation 
is now, perhaps, imposnble to ascertidn. Apro^ 
po^f who is, or is to be, the new Secretary to 
your Antiquarian Society, and do they intend to 
publish a second volume of their Transactions ? 
Adieu, my dear Sir : May you live a thousand 
years! 

J. BITSON. 



been printed tepanttely many yean before. The second edition, 
'^ Enlarged with Ten Einstks never before printed,** appeared 
in 1681, London, 8vo. Hk Miiodlaneous Foema were pab- 
fiahed the enauing year. The following is the tide of the 
volume t ^ The Ramble, an Anti-heroick Poem, together with 
some Terrestrial Hymns and Carnal Ejaculations, by Alexan- 
der RaddifPe, of Gray's Inn, Esq. Semel insanivimtu Omnet. 
liondon, printed for the author, and are to be sold by Walter 
Davis, in Amen Comer, 1682.** It is dedicated to James 
liOtd Annedey. From the ^' Bookseller's Fre&ce to his Cus- 
tomers," it would seem ihat Lord Rochester was generally sup- 
posed to have been the author of the ** Ramble ;" and this sup- 
porition probably arose ftom the extreme indecency of the 
poem, which, tliou^ possessing oonsidenible humour and point, 
is dreadAilly gross^ 
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« 

NaT. 

Scotuh Sofigi. ft vdt. I2nuk 1.0i. loards. Johnson, 

179** 

When the editor of ihese volumes puhlished his 
* Select Collection of English Songs/ and his ' An* 
cient Songs/ he attacked Dr Pexcy with the most 
diamefol and disgusting virulence ; and even, as we 
are informed, proceeded so fiir as to term the learned 
and respectable Prelate a fying prkH, in a letter 
written purposely fiw his inspection. All this, gen* 
ile reader, was because the Doctor, in his earlj 
years, had published that valuc(ble collection, the 
' Reliqnes of Ancient Englli^ Poetry/ in Which he 
had sometimes corrected a "word, or added a supple- 
menty to Uie originals. 

We are told by travellers, that some of the Tartar 
nations are accustomed, when they kill an enemy, to 
make a drum of his skin, on which they beat tattoos 
<if double terror* And never was wild Cossack, or 
French democrat, more redoubtable than our present 
liero, whose books are mere drums of the dona of his 
enemies ; that i^, of all who have unluckily fore- 

* Critical Review, January 1795, p. 49. 
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stalled any of his important ^[mnuits. Beware, jre 
editors of Robin Hood, or Tom Thumb ! Rasb men, 
look to jour skins ! Ye bumble ballad-mongers, hire 
alarmists, fiir Uie Tartars are coming f 

Tbe present drum is made of tbe skin of John 
Pinkerton, peace to bis manes ! tympamzatur in pace, 
Pinkerton, originally a ballad-monger, was some- 
what of a drummer in bis own time ; and bis gbost, 
we presume, will listen with delight even to the 
sound of his own skin. 

To drop the metaphor, ere it grow stale, it is im« 
possible to be serious, when we see a writer so weak 
as to burst into impotent rag^ and even fall into 
convulsion^ at a change of a letter or word in an old 
ballad : and nothing can be more puerile than to ima- 
gine that there is no room for a new publication till 
the former ones be cut down. Mr Ritson might 
have published collections of English or Sootish poe- 
try, without assailing any fofmar editor ; and his 
industry and escaotness would have attiaeted estima- 
tion. He mighty in justice and candour, have praised 
former editors for what they did, instead of indul- 
ging that malignity,, which dii^sts the reader of 
books of amusement, and is only acceptable to a few 
perverse spirits, who rejoice to see authors make 
themselves little by fighting like game cocks ; andj 
while they seem to applaud their own cock, are 
laughing at him in their sleeves. 
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Tbis.iadiacdfdiis.iieaeUy piiiiited»«nd is ^eoomiia- 
.with the music . But we had higher ezpeeta- 
iiimsfiroaijthe editor's sgovif&aL of xesearch on such 
topics^ than we here find realised* Most of the 
pieces are tri'nal mid coiunoni . and we rose from the 
wo^E, not only withouJt the giratification of novelty, 
hut with disgust, at the efitor's .pii^ndioes, and want 
^ taste and discrimination* 

Prefixed are a Prefaoe»and an Historical Essay on 
Sootish Song ; and w:e shall with them heg^n our 
remarks, and ieave the reader to judge how fiir this 
editor has a title to assume such a ludicrous despo* 
tism in his present department, which lie ihus enten 
upon, as the Byvantine emperors commenced their 
decrees with Nostra DivmUas. 

^* It may benfttanlty suppoicd that aipubUcstion of this na- 
ture would have been rendered more perfect by a native of 
Korth Britain. Without discussing tbisquestbn, the editor 
lias only to observe, that diligent enquiry, extensive reading, 
■and unwearyed assiduity, added to the strictest integrity, and 
most disinterested views, have possibly tended to lessen the dis- 
advantages of an English birtb; and that he is persuaded the 
present ooilection, «ucfa as it is, will not suffer by oompaiisoii 
with any Uung of the kind hitherto published In eiUher «oub- 
try." 

Who would not imagine, ficom this sdf-importance, 

.that some solemn affiur were in hand ? What must 

he the power of that mind which can descant with 

auch dignity on a hdllad ? To us, who are accustom- 
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«d to tmtl tnilet as taAtB, U recali die rtmemhrmcti 
4if a rmoMeM simi who once appealed at a hki 
ahaking a duld't xatde^ and grwdj stiokuig hii 
Iwaid at ererj paiiae. 

The lenarks on the Celtic language among the 
Galwegiani^ p. siiL of the Emay, proceed on ervo* 
neoot aoppoBiticni^ the editor having Yeatared be* 
yond his little pale. The wild Soots of Gallowayi 
who qioke Irish, were a colony permitted to settle 
there in the fifteenth oentiuy, while a constant in- 
teroourss^ and matnal aid, pnvailed between Scot* 
land and the north of Ireland. They are unmen« 
tioned befoe that time ; and have nothing to do with 
the old Galw^gians. The other aigaments are 
equally futile^ and beneath notice* Nor can greater 
ignorance be evinced than in the imagination, p. zv. 
that the Celts had ever peopled Scandinavia ; where, 
as every antiquary knows, not a Celtic word, nor mo* 
nument, renudna The Duan, p« xiz. is written in 
Irish, as was the genealogy of' Alexander II L 
though all know Uiat English was the common lan- 
guage of the Scotish court at that time. The bard 
addresses the people of Albany, or Scotland, in ge<i 
neral, not the Celts only, as our editor implies in his 
note. 

With similar leartdng he misquotes the Scaligeri- 
ana, to shew that James V. was camard, or flat* 
nosed; while Joseph Scaliger is speaking of his con- 
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tcmporuy James VI. who wai flat-noied «id ogljff 
at all his portraiu shew* Joseph was haidly born 
when James V. died; and this Monaich added to a 
most graceful countenance an aquiline nose, as ap- 
|iears not only from the old engraved povtiaitSy but 
fnmi that latdy pnUiahed, from an andent paintuig» 
in the Portraits of Illustrious Pemons of Scotland. 
As Mr Bitson deals much in trifleSi it is surprising 
that he is not accurate in his trifles; but we hope 
that, by pointing out sudi strange errors, we shall 
leach him a most useful lesson, modsstt, the sense 
of his own fiiults, and a consequent lenity for those 
4xf others. 

Of his candour in this Essay, we shall select the 
following specimen : 

* In the year 1719) the celebrated poem or ballad of Hardy- 
famte fint appeared at Edinburgh, as ^* a fragment,** in a folio 
pamphlet of 12 pages. That it is of no greater antiquity, must 
be perfeedy dear, tnm ewtry species of eridenee, intrinsic or 
extrinsic, and the only means of reconciling the seemingly oppo- 
site accounts of its birth, is to conclude it the illegitimate off- 
spring of Mrs Wardlaw, by Sir John Bruce. The two stanzas 
beginning '^ Aryse, zonng knicht,** the three beginmng ^ Now 
wiAk his Ibns and stalwart tiain,*' the two beginning *^ Sair 
hklds my leige**' the six b^^nning ^* Quhaur lyken fyre,** and 
the three last, are not in the first edition, (which was reprinted 
in four leaves, 8vo.) but originally appeared in the Ever-green ; 
in whidi many different readings are given, and Bamsay, to 
confirm the authenticity of the whole, has every where changed 
^e initial y to e. That a composition abounding with evident 
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in shorty that a palpable and bungling forgv^y without the 
■lightest resemblance of any -thing ancient or original, should 
haye passed either in Cngland or Scotland, for a genmne relique 
di a&ti^y, wwiM appear irilmost incredible and mhracalous, if 
toere wttt'tu^ ffHMB^pimt mCaocei or a wifnlar dsltfritm* Wliy 
tbg H<^otlifa'HliiiH ibMld^be mgce 'FWrtiffniBtfr iiHifltfd >!» Ule* 
n^y inipoiition than thoso of any otbet coontiy, loight be a cu- 
rious subject of investigation for their new Boyal Sode^. Dr 
Johnson, indeed, is of opinbn, that <' a Scotchman must be a 
Tery sturdy moralist, who does not love Scotland better than 
truth ; he' will alwaysloTe it,** he says, '^ better than inquuy : 
tm^i if ftlsdiood flatteiB'his vanity, will not be very diligent to 
delect it.** He it speaking of another foigery,-...tfae Poems of 
Ossian. However this may be, the fact is incontestable; and 
the forgeries of Hector Boethius, David Chalmers, George Bu- 
chanan, Thomas Dempster, Sir John Bruce, William Lauder^ 
Archibald Bower, James Macphersoh, and John Pinkerton, 
stamp a disgrace upon the national, ehanetec, wMdi ages of ex- 
ceptionless integrity will be required to lemove; ao e»m how- 
ever) which, if one may judge from the detestation in which the 
most infamous and despicable of these impostors is universally 
held, has already commenced.* 

The confusion of ideas in this paragraph is won* 
derfuL Of the foigeries of David Chalmers we 
Icnow nothing* Buchanan, we suppose, is amuigned 
88 the foiger of Mary's letters, a charge only helieved 
bjr higots ; and, if they were forged, Maitland of 
Lethington was certainly the man. Bruce and Pin- 
kerton forged old hallads ; and the latter has long 
sgo pointed out all his forgeries in that way, which 
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ftnlee Qi afbring fkttianaeent as tlie'/MpMftrref /«* 
aocetUet of Pieatt* At our attthor'ii refledions our 
noctfaera neigbbQurs will only smile ; but we must 
be pindoited for eipdring ;bis ignonaioe* There is, 
in &Qt, 116 eoutitef 'in fiurape^ but has pioduced as 
mAnj literary iitaposlMiu as Seotkmd. In Italj, they 
Have swanned; witness the works of Annius of Vi* 
terbo, of Inghiramius, of numerous writers of the 
fifteenth century; it is even doubtful if Quintus 
Curtins be Hot a foxf^eryiof that period. In FranoOt 
let the &lse Turpin, Humbaldus, &c. &c. be men« 
tioned. In Spain, the forgeri^ of History, the 
fidse Idatius, Julianus, Dexter, Braulo, Heleca, Eu* 
trandus. Sec &c* amount to more than twenty, as 
the -reader may see on consulting the Bibliotheca 
m^paaica of Antoninus. Even in England, Leland, 
Bale* and Pitts, <wilh Bohop Tanner their blind 
ftUower,.) are as eminent foigers in their w«y as 
Thomas Dempster ; and Chatterton may vie with 
Miscpherson : not to mention Sir Thomas Elliot, the 
fiitger of the Commentaries of Alexander Severus, 
&a kc 

As to theextenaon our editor gives to the idea of 
foigery, it only shews a want of judgment and dis- 
crinunatum. Acoosding to this saint in trouble, Mr 
Addison, in his tales in the Spectator, from ori^ital 
MSS» ; Mr Pope, in his Anecdotes of the Court of 
Pharamond, from a MS. in the same work; Montes- 
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fuieoy ill fail Peniaa Letten, (fbr brevity we paM 
many known instancet,) are crinn$ud Jbtgen, A 
Httle mind, nerer itsdf warmed by genius, nor «en« 
aible to its impressions, may thus judge ; but the 
puUic is a jury of more liberality and candour. 

The repeated attadn, in text and notes, on Pin* 
kerton's youthful productions, the Select Scotish 
Ballads, &c. we pass in sQence, for they are too so* 
voury ftr our pages, fiut we must express our 8ur« 
prise, that so keen an author has hit no blot, but has 
shot his arrows at random. Without metaphor, no 
enor is pointed out, but only jgeneral invectives, be* 
slowed with such surprinng fecundity and grace, as 
to remind us of a gentleman mentioned in scripture, 
* who was angry because his time was but short.' 

As the most favourable specimen of the Essay, we 
shall select the oonckiding part, on the musical in* 
struments used tn Scotland, after pvemtsiag, that the 
chorus is a bag-pipe, as shewn by Mr Ledwich in 
his Antiquities of Ireland ; but we are fatigued with 
pointing out minute errors and imperfections ; and 
only request the reader to believe that we are not 
insensible of the others in this extract.* 

In proceeding to the Poems, which being mostly 
known to our readers, will hardly admit of extract^ 

* It was judged unnecessary to give the quotatioo, which is 
very long ; the reader is therefore referred to the passage commen* 
dng ** A few words should," &c in the Preface to the Songs. 
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ve mutt premiie^ that oar ed^or ha» qnred no ptini 
to reject any improvement^ and to restore them ta 
error and imperfection: a ileal eminently laudable^ 
in an age when refiirmation is thought as dangenms 
as it is to get rid of the gout. We have no opinion 
of our author^B general learning ; but must whisper 
in his ear that it is prnftnatioib nay^ (in his saintly 
scale of crimes) it is blagtbeti^, for any editor to 
publish any classic* except in fac simile of the MS. 
Hold you» Mr Heyne, you sacrilegious professor 1 
And Virgil too ! An old author ! None of your im* 
provements and conjectures! All must be fiic simile. 
No other simile will go down. Here are Tom 
Heame and John Ritson, Tom O Nokes and John > 
O S^les.— -But copper-plates will be too eacpensiTe, 
Sir^ for printing my Virgil.-*-0 true» Mr Prolefrr 
Kxr, copper is expensive, though brass be not« But 
do give ua a little touch of the black letter, you un- 
derstand : and by all means supply not a word, a 
syllable ; give us all the contractiomf, all the sweet 
contractions, not a pot-hook can be spared. 
^ Ridentem dicere vemm quid vetat ?' 

For such, in solemn truth, is the state of this 
mighty ^estion ; and for the practice of every edi- 
tor in Europe, does Mr Ritson puUidy call vespeo* 
table men, tny^oitors^forgers, and fyars. 

The notes are few, and sometimes erroneous, as 
fixr instance, the apparition to CoL Gardiner. By 
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thefnniervilion of alltheJaoohitiB Miigfy (rea4 not 
Jaoobm) die editor hiM, m.im other oceasionsy eviiH 
ced hU fondnevfiir tbeir prineiplet. The &Uowiag 
we leleet at aa antidote, and at jhon^ ^ 

I 

' Y£ JACOBITES. BY^ NAME. 

* Fe jMobiteB by nanw^ gi¥e aa cuv gifeta tar; 
Ye JaoDhiie* by BMse, gNVkan ear t 
Y« JaooUtw hf namei 
Your fittilts I will prodaim. 
Your doctrines I maun blarney 
You ihallbear. 



What Ja rigbt, and what il wxan^ by the Uw, by the law ? 
MHbat Is right, and what Is wiang, by the law ? 
What is right, and what is wrang? 
A short sword, and a lang, 
A weak arm, and a ttnog 
For to draw* 

What makes heroic strife, fam*d afar, famM afar ? 
What makes heroic strife, fam*d aikr ? 
What makea hooie strife ? 
T4r whet th« awMin's kmfep 
Or hunt a pannt*s li^ 
Wr bludi^. war. 

Then lot your fdUBMi alane^ in Hie state, i» the it^si 
Then let your tdicmesakaie, in the ttaU f 
Then let year schemes alone. 
Adore the riring sun, 
And leave a man undone 
To his fete.' 
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We forbear, any fiirther extracts^ at die pieces are 
already known ; and shall only add afew jremarkt on 
the glossary. 

Bansie9§f are not men who bind sheafes, but 
blustering fellows^ swearers ; to ban, is to curse. 

Bardies, are not little bards^ bnt auld bardies^ 
1^ bearded' men. 

Blinks, Mr Ritson cannot interpret, though in the 
preceding line he gites its pxeteiit MmM» glanced. 
' The blythe blmks in her eye/ i^ « Joy spaiUer in 
her«ye.' 

Br<ig, is boast, scold. 

Bridal, firom hride^ak! So burial ii^&oin.buxy- 
ale, and ceremonial, from ceremony«-ale. 

Broom, heath ! a mere pcoyincialism in some parts 
of England*. Broom, is buoomy geauia. . 

Brok, unknown, is badger. 

BughHng, ewe-milkii^ ! It is putting them, ihto 
bught^ or folds, whether milked or not;» 

Ha-'hauie and pantry, are strangely confounded 
with but and ben^ Hall and paatiy are dififesent 
fiom kitcheo and parlour. 

Byde, imt endure^ but nmain; 

CaH', is not old man^ butcbavli and is iqiplieito 
old and young* 

Ceiv, is dty^taXi 

Chapped Hochs, unknown, are cabbage stodv 
chopped with butter. 

Cock, strut. 
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Oltate, to play at the gbve, is to tSt at 9 glote. 

Qamff'd^ is laughed. 

Huxtf, a fmlL 

KyrlUf is not upper*petticoat» hot our modern 
gown, a waist and petticoat. A kyrtle and mantl» 
completed a woman's dress^ 

Ummer, was&rmerlj rogne ; nor i» il now whore^^ 
hot slut. 

The interpretation of tuk my head, it ridiculous ; 
the original word was doubtless, lute, knU, bow^ 

Masser, is fine earthen ware, probably made a# 
Masieres in Champagne. 

Pom is French, pa», pane ; as in English pcw« 
tricks are pat, pas, nol to be done. 

iSAyre, is sheer. Slaked, is slided, glided. 

Tail, small quantity, sticking together as a lock 
• of hair, or of wooL 

Took of drum, tuck of drum» 

Turs, to turse, is to bundlOi Ween, is worse. 

We have passed other instances of wrong inter- 
pretation, or of the want of it, as these may convince 
our readers that Mr Ritson is little Tersed in the 
Scotish dialect, though he aspire to be a superlative 
judge of every production in it. He may at present 
regard us as his enemies ; but as soon as he abandona 
his petulant and dashing manner, whidi must in 
time be disgusting to himself, he will esteem us his 
best friends, for pointing out this worm in the bud. 
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And as soon as he shall begin to write lile ascholav 
and' a gentleman, with aocorocy and modestj, we. 
shall be the fiist to applaud his new caseer. 



Nalt 

EMradsfrom the Letters of K Gmgk, Esq', to Mr 
George Paton, at to Ireland a Forg^. 

Mr Paton had written as follows to Mr Gough :— • 
'^ Whai are the genieral sentiments of die public with 
legard to the late diseoveries of the Shabspear MSS? 
Whether genuine or not ? Are any small editions in 
ISma of them printed for common use ? This would 
be of rapid sale to the proprietor, who, it is presu*- 
med, is Mr Ireland. I should be glad to leam who 
he is, and his character and particulars of the MSS. 
the hints handed here are so various, thejn meet with 
suspicious credit : there wiU be a flood of controversy 
cm the subject" 

Custom-hmiK, Edin. 12Ui Jan. 179C. 



The subjoined extracts give Mr Oough's commu« 
nications on the subject 

1. 

" The new discofered Shakspear MSS. find little 
cMdit with the good judges of the subject Mr Ire» 
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land, the Editor^ tkreaiens every body who speaks 
against his disoovirieSy and even the newspiqpers if 
they make extracts. I leave you to judge on what 
gvoands his credit stands. He will be wanaly, and 
to purpose, attacked by our Shakspear chanipiaii8» 
and that ere long. No amall edition will be publish* 
ed ; finr Uie high subscription to the larger wUl hard- 
ier relmhune hittt. 

Enfield, Jan. 16. 179a. 

I shall use Mr CottstaUe'ii leave to wia^ your pai^ 
ods oecaaopally ; and in one of theni» Mr Mabne'e 
complete detectlmi of Mr fielaiydV Shakspear MS& 
compared with which the lessier paipphlets are but 
candle to the sun. ThePlpiyof Vlorrigem wasperi* 
formed at Drury Lane by scnne of our best aptors 
last Saturday ; but not so well received as to be en* 
eoura^ to a second edition. Mr Maldne'a book 
came out two dajrs before* •. • /• . ..a 

Enfidd, April 5. 1796. 



II 



S. 
life Irdaad has^pubUiM avety meniyinffadfer* 
tisement, that he is prepariiig^^Af sU -coiiveirfent 
speed an answer to Mr Malone's iMievclad attacL 
It has been inflinuated In Idme liewiBpaper8piItat''his 
son has convened a circle dTli^eratiy and is ready to 
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make o$th that hu fatber did not finrge'the MSS. 
but WAS imposed <m» and vdU leava bo stepg in^r* 
aoed tQ detcict the impOBtBg. ' It mi testteaaly ysfj^ 
extraprdipary Ibst the possessor of radi valuable pa^ 
pen dumld Imv^e- any reasona for eimoealii^ himselfs 
nofr CQuid temm of mich silence heetaSLj fimad^ 

Enfield, AprU 21. 17^ 



1 1 . • I -ii - ■• ' III' i> -J 



Mr Ireland has repeatedlj'advertised that he has 
been deceived; and Us son as repeatedly^ that if his 
father was deceived^ it was through his means, be- 
ing first deceived. The great bubble is therefore 
bursty and probably no further notice will be taken 
of it on dther side. 

Enfield, July 3. 1796. 

5. 
Mr Ireland has completely cried down his son ; 
and it is said is preparing a vindication of himself: 
but the public are tired of the foxgery, by which 
their podsts have suffered more than by any former 
literary forgery. If you get a sight of the Monthly 
Review fiir July, you will see a pomptete clet^^etioff* 

Enfield, Ang. 8& 1796. 

6. 
Mr Ireland announces a regular defence of his 
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conduct, though his son has concealed himself in 
Walesa and sold the fiunous library from whence hia 
forgery was fabricated to Messrs Whites for their 
ensuing catalogue. Mr Chalmers has taken up the 
pen against Mr Malone's mode of proceeding, more 
than in defence of Mr Ireland, who is again extreme- 
ly hurt by being brought on the stage in a new play 
in the character of a forger of antiquities.' 
Enfield, Nor. 1& 1796. 
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